
Congress of the United StatesCongress of the United StatesCongress of the United StatesCongress of the United States    
CCCCOMMITTEE ON OMMITTEE ON OMMITTEE ON OMMITTEE ON HHHHOUSE OUSE OUSE OUSE AAAADMINISTRATIONDMINISTRATIONDMINISTRATIONDMINISTRATION    

MMMMINORITY INORITY INORITY INORITY SSSSTAFFTAFFTAFFTAFF    
1216121612161216    LLLLONGWORTH ONGWORTH ONGWORTH ONGWORTH HHHHOUSE OUSE OUSE OUSE OOOOFFICE FFICE FFICE FFICE BBBBUILDINGUILDINGUILDINGUILDING    

WWWWASHINGTONASHINGTONASHINGTONASHINGTON,,,,    DCDCDCDC    20515205152051520515    
VVVVOICEOICEOICEOICE::::    (202)(202)(202)(202)    225225225225----2061206120612061    

FFFFAXAXAXAX::::    (202)(202)(202)(202)    225225225225----7664766476647664    

                                                        
    

 

Date: May 29, 2003 
 
To: Rep. Larson through George Shevlin 
   
From: Ellen  

Re: Procurement of U.S. Flags by Members of the U.S. House of Representatives and 
the payment of related costs. 

 

Under the Regulations governing the Use of the Members' Representational 

Allowance (MRA), a Member is authorized to procure U.S. flags in support of the 

conduct of official and representational duties in three circumstances: 

1.  Outfitting/Decorating a congressional office: A member may procure U.S. 

flags for display at and/or in his/her Washington, D.C. congressional office and 

district office(s).  The purchase costs of the flags, poles, and stands are 

reimbursable from the MRA. 

  Applicable regulation: 

Decorating Expenses 

Decorations of nominal value (such as frames, bookends, flags, seals, 

etc.) for Congressional offices are reimbursable.  

2.  Official presentation: A Member may procure U.S. flags which have been 

flown over the Capitol for official presentation by the Member or his/her staff 

representative on his/her behalf when the Member cannot be present or for 

official presentation under a transmittal letter when the Member or his/her staff 

representative cannot be present. The purchase cost of the flag, the flag-flying 

fee, and cost of distribution under the frank are reimbursable from the MRA. 
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• Flags procured by a Member for official presentation may only be 

presented for personal use of or display by the recipient. 

• Flags procured by a Member for official presentation may not be 

presented/donated in support of any fundraising activities.  

Circumstances qualifying for official presentation include, but are not limited to: 

• In recognition of remarkable community events: 

� Ground break/opening/dedication of a new community facility 

(library, school, hospital, firehouse, park etc.) 

� Establishment of a new community organization (Boy or Girl Scout 

Troop, American Legion or VFW Chapter, etc.)  

� Ground breaking/installation/dedication of a public monument or 

memorial. 

• Recognizing or congratulating an individual or organization upon the 

achievement of a public distinction.  Examples of qualifying public 

distinctions are: 

� Above and beyond service to the community and/or nation 

(public safety or U.S. military personnel killed in the line of duty, 

citizens killed do to an act of terrorism, etc.)  

� Outstanding public community service (establishing a senior-

student mentoring program, establishing a meals-on-wheels 

program, organizing a community clean-up project, etc.)  

� Bona fide acts of heroism 

� Election or appointment to public office 

� Becoming a U.S. Citizen  

� Receipt of a publicly notable award or honor (Congressional 

Medal of Honor, Pulitzer Prize, NEA Teacher of the Year, Nobel 

Prize, Rhodes Scholarship, Community Volunteer of the Year, etc.) 

� Nomination to, appointment to, and graduation from a U.S. 

Military Service Academy  

� Graduation from High School 

� Selection to be on and service on a U.S. Olympic Team 

� Attaining the rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of America 

Scouting Program 

� Earning the Girl Scout Gold Award in the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 

Scouting Program 
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Applicable regulation: 

Gifts and Donations 

U.S. flags flown over the Capitol for official presentation as a gift, 

including the flag-flying fee, are reimbursable. Such flags must be 

for the personal use of or display by the recipient. Donations of 

flags purchased through the MRA for fundraising activities are 

prohibited. 

3. Reimbursable Public Service: In response to a request from an individual, a 

Member may procure, on behalf of the requestor, U.S. flags (flown over the 

Capitol or not) through the Office Supply Service (OSS) on a reimbursable basis.  

Initially, the purchase cost of the flag, the flag flying fee, and the cost of 

distribution under the frank are charged to the Member's MRA.  Reimbursement 

is made by the requestor via a check or money order made payable to the OSS 

account of the Member.  Upon receipt of the payment in the Member's office, 

the payment should be forwarded to OSS for processing. OSS will process the 

reimbursement and credit the Member's MRA accordingly. 

Applicable regulations: 

Flags 

U.S. flags for purchase by individuals may be obtained by a 

Member from the Office Supply Service (OSS) (x53321). Initially, 

the costs of the flags will be charged to the MRA. Once payment 

for a flag is received by the Member office, the office may submit 

the check to OSS. OSS will credit the Member’s account.  

If a request is made to have a U.S. flag flown over the Capitol, the 

individual purchasing the flag must pay an additional flag-flying 

fee. 

 

 


